Voices from the Periphery presents
DETAILED SURVEY REPORT ON

Sonajhuri
Hat




Introduction

A MARKET WOVEN WITH SURVIVAL AND
SONG

On the red-earth fringes of the Ballavpur forest near Shantiniketan, Sonajhuri
Hat emerges each day like a cultural mirage—vibrant, musical, and deceptively
picturesque. But beyond the laughter of tourists and the charm of handwoven
kurtas lies an ecosystem of struggle, endurance, and asymmetrical power. This
case study—based on field interviews, observations, and oral testimonies—
explores the lived realities of tribal women vendors, their encounters with urban

consumers, and the political economy of cultural labor in the Hat.

While Shantiniketan evokes the aura of Tagore’s legacy and Baul mysticism,
Sonajhuri is where the marginalized speak through their goods, crafts, and songs
—albeit on someone else's terms. Here, gender, ethnicity, labor, and spectacle
converge, not always peacefully.




Setting the Stage

THE STRUCTURE AND ETHOS OF SONAJHURI
HAT
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